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title to the territory. In June, 1635, Massachu-
setts had asserted her claim by exercising a sort
of supervision over those who had already gone to
Connecticut; but in October John Winthrop, Jr.,
the Reverend Hugh Peters, and Henry Vane ar-
rived from England with authority from the lords
and gentlemen to push their claim, and Winthrop
actually bore a commission as governor of the en-
tire territory, which included Connecticut. It is
hardly possible that Hooker and Haynes would
have ignored the demands of these agents, and yet
to acknowledge Winthrop as their governor would
have been to accept a head who was not of their
own choosing. In all probability some arrange-
ment was made with Winthrop, according to
which the Englishmen's title to the lands was
recognized but at the same time the Connecticut
settlers were to have full powers of self-govern-
ment, and the question of a governor was left for
the moment undecided, Winthrop confining his
jurisdiction to Saybrook, the settlement which
he was to promote at the mouth of the river.
This agreement was embodied in a commission
which was drawn up by the Massachusetts General
Court and issued in March, 1636, "on behalf of
our said members and John Winthrop, Jr.," and